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Abstract: This article focuses on the use of modal verbs beyond
grammar and meaning. It explains how they show speaker intention,
politeness, and formality. The study distinguishes between epistemic
modality (possibility or certainty) and deontic modality (obligation or
permission). It also examines usage patterns and common errors by
Uzbek learners, highlighting the importance of context and real-life
communication.
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Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqola modal fe'llarning fagat grammatik
shakli va ma’nosi bilan cheklanib qolmay, balki ularning kengroq
qo‘llanilishini ko‘rib chiqadi. Unda modal fe’llar qanday qilib
so‘zlovchining niyatini, muloyimlik darajasini va rasmiylikni ifodalashi
tushuntiriladi. Tadqiqot epistemik modallik (imkoniyat yoki ishonchlilik
darajasi) va deontik modallik (majburiyat yoki ruxsat) o‘rtasidagi farqni
ko‘rsatadi.  Shuningdek, maqolada o‘zbek o‘rganuvchilarining
qo‘llashdagi xususiyatlari va keng tarqalgan xatolari tahlil qilinib,
kontekst va real hayotdagi muloqotning ahamiyati ta’kidlanadi.

Kalit sozlar: modal fe’llar, modallik, pragmatika, so‘zlovchi
niyati, muloyimlik, rasmiylik, epistemik modallik, deontik modallik,
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qo‘llanish xususiyatlari, organuvchi xatolari, o‘zbek o‘rganuvchilari,
muloqot.

Annoranusa: JlamHas craThda paccMaTpuUBaeT WCIOJIb30BAHUE
MOJAJIbHBIX TJIATOJIOB HE TOJBKO C TOYKH 3PEHHsS TIpPaMMATHKH U
3HaveHusa. B Hell o0bsAcCHAeTCS, KAk MOJAJIbHBIE TJIATOJIBI BBIPAKAIOT
HaMepeHHe TOBOPSIIero, BEeMKJHMBOCTL M CTeIleHb ¢opMaibHOCTH. B
WCCJICOOBAHUN  IMPOBOAMUTCS  pPa3Iuume MeKIy  JIHCTEeMHYECKON
MOJAJbHOCTBI0  (BO3MOYKHOCTH  HJIM  CTeIeHb  yBEPEHHOCTH) U
JIEOHTHUYECKOM MOJAJIbHOCTBI0 (00sS3aHHOCTL HMJIM pas3pelieHue). Tak:ke
AHAJU3UPYIOTCI OCOOEHHOCTH YIIOTPEOJIeHHS M THIINYHBIE OIIHMOKK
y30EeKCKUX H3yYaIOIINuX AHTJIUHUCKUUA S3BIK, IIPU 9TOM HOTYEPKHUBAETCS
BAKHOCTh KOHTEKCTA U PeaJIbHOTO OOIeHUsI.

Knwuesvie cnosa: mooasivHbie  2n1a20tbl,  MOOQAJIbHOCMD,
npa2mMamuKa, HamepeHue 2080PAULL20, BEHCTUBOCMb, (POPMATILHOCMD,

anucmemu1ecKas MOOQJIbHOCMD, deornmuueckas MOOQJIbHOCMD,
ocobeHHOCMU YynompebaeHus, OWUOKU yuauuxcs, y3bexcKue usyuanuiie,
KOMMYHUKQUUS.

Introduction. Language is such a broad concept that it not only
serves as a means of conveying information but also plays a crucial role
in 1lluminating interpersonal relationships, intentions, and social
connections. We can certainly achieve this through modal verbs, as their
features—expressing possibility, necessity, obligation, and permission—
play a unique and important role in conveying ideas [3].

Literature review. Modal verbs help speakers show not only
what 1s possible or required, but also their attitude toward a situation
and how they want others to behave [4]. Although many studies have
focused on the grammar and meanings of modal verbs, understanding
their practical use in real communication is just as important [1]. This is
especially true for second language learners, who may find it difficult to
grasp the subtle social and interpersonal meanings conveyed by modals
[2]. Looking at modality from both a grammatical and pragmatic
perspective allows us to better understand how language works in
everyday interactions [5].

It is essential to consider pragmatic functions of modal verbs, they
serve functions beyond expressing tense or grammatical mood; they also
convey the speaker’s intentions, attitudes, level of politeness, and degree
of formality in communication. For example, in English, the sentence
“You must remove my picture from your mobile phone now” indicates a
strong obligation or requirement, whereas “You should remove my
picture from your mobile phone” expresses advice or a recommendation
in a softer, less authoritative tone. Such subtle differences in meaning
often pose challenges for Uzbek learners, who may transfer grammatical
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or communicative patterns from their native language. This can result in
errors or unintended social consequences. Understanding these
pragmatic nuances is therefore essential for effective communication, as
it enables learners to use modal verbs appropriately in different social
contexts and convey their intended meaning accurately.

Additionally, we should take into account other factors including
epistemic modality and deontic modality. Epistemic modality expresses
the speaker’s assessment of likelihood, possibility, or certainty, for
example, “She may be at the theatre” indicates that the speaker considers
it possible that she is there. On the other hand, deontic modality conveys
obligation, permission, or necessity, as in “You may drive my car for going
to hospital” where the speaker grants permission. Understanding this
distinction is important for clear and effective communication, because
using modal verbs incorrectly can cause confusion or misinterpretation,
even 1if the sentence is grammatically correct. For language learners,
especially those whose first language does not mark such distinctions
explicitly, mastering the difference between epistemic and deontic uses
1s key to conveying intended meanings accurately and politely.

If we consider its other dimensions, such as frequency and usage
patterns, it becomes clear that certain modal verbs appear more
frequently in particular contexts than others. For example, can and must
are commonly used in everyday conversations, whereas forms like shall
or might are less frequent.

Can indicates ability or possibility. If I give an example for this :
“I can swim very well.” This shows the speaker’s capability.

Must expresses obligation or strong necessity. Like this : “You
must wear a helmet when riding a bike.” This is often used in rules or
Instructions.

Shall is used for suggestions, offers, or future actions, especially in
formal contexts, such as : “Shall we go to the cinema tonight?”

Might expresses possibility or uncertainty, for example, when we
say: “It might rain later, so take an umbrella.”

Uzbek learners of English often overuse or underuse certain
modals because the way modality is expressed in their native language
differs from English. In Uzbek, for instance, obligations are often
conveyed through verbal constructions rather than auxiliary verbs. This
can result in literal translations into English, which may sound
unnatural or convey unintended meanings. Understanding the typical
frequency and context of modal verbs, along with their specific functions
like can for ability, must for obligation, shall for suggestions, and might
for possibility, is therefore essential for learners to use them accurately
and appropriately.
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In my opinion, learning modal verbs is very important for Uzbek
learners, but they often make mistakes due to the influence of their
native language. For example, they may confuse meanings of possibility
or obligation, or use modal verbs incorrectly when asking for permission
or giving commands. This can make their sentences sound too direct or
socially inappropriate. From my experience, if teachers and learners pay
special attention to the pragmatic aspects of modal verbs, learners can
not only form grammatically correct sentences but also communicate
confidently and appropriately in real-life situations. Therefore, I believe
this topic deserves special focus in English language teaching.

Conclusion. From the discussion above, it is evident that this
article demonstrates that modal verbs cannot be fully understood
through grammatical structure and semantic meaning alone. As shown
in the analysis, modality functions as a powerful pragmatic tool that
reflects speaker intention, degrees of certainty, politeness strategies, and
social relationships in everyday communication. The distinction between
epistemic and deontic modality is particularly significant, as it directly
influences how messages are interpreted in real-life contexts rather than
in isolated sentences.

When it comes for Uzbek learners of English, the challenges
associated with modal verbs are not merely linguistic but also pragmatic.
Interference from the native language often leads to inappropriate levels
of formality, misunderstanding of obligation versus possibility, and
reduced communicative effectiveness. This highlights the need for a
context-based and discourse-oriented approach to teaching modality,
where learners are encouraged to analyze authentic situations and
speaker intentions.
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